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 (c) Copyright Tech Soft GmbH, 1998-2006. All rights reserved.

 
 Last update: 09-May-2006

 This file contains the latest information about the MS Office Interface for 
HTBasic.
 Please read this carefully BEFORE you install the software.
 The MS Office Interface for HTBasic is copyrighted software and requires a 
 license. A demo version can be downloaded from  http://www.TechSoft.de/mso

 System requirements
 -------------------

 The MS Office Interface for HTBasic is designed to run on Windows 9x, 
 Windows Me and Windows NT/2000/XP/2003.  It is an add-on library for 
 HTBasic for Windows and does not run as a standalone application. 
 HTBasic for Windows 8.X / 9.X is fully supported. Older HTBasic 
 versions can be used with limitations.

 Under Windows 9x a minimum of 16MB RAM is recommended. 
 Windows Me/NT/2000 requires 64MB of RAM, 128 MB RAM is recommended.
 Windows XP requires 128 MB, Windows 2003 requires 512 MB RAM. 
 Approximately 10 MB of free disk space is required in order to install 
 the files.

 Installation
 ------------

 Place the distribution CD labeled "MS Office Interface for HTBasic v2.0" into 
 an optical disk drive. After a few seconds the installation should start 
 automatically.

 When you have disabled Autoplay for your optical disk drives the installation 
 will not start automatically. In this case start the Windows Explorer, select 
 the optical disk drive and double click the program icon setup.exe.

 Please close attention to the License Agreement and the read-me file as they 
 appear during Setup. 

 The initial Setup screen following the license Agreement requires you to enter
 your name, company & serial number in the corresponding lines. The eleven-digit
 serial number can be found on the back of the CD jewel case. Correct input of 
 this number is required to complete installation. Please save the original CD 
 and serial number for future reference.

 Example Programs
 ----------------

 After the installation you will find several example programs in the EXAMPLES 
 directory. These example programs demonstrates concepts for Microsoft Excel, 
 Microsoft Word, Microsoft Access, Corel Quattro Pro / WordPerfect, the 
 Windows Program Manager, Internet Explorer and Pegasus Mail.
 
 The example programs can be used as follows:
 - Start HTBasic for Windows
 - If not yet configured long filenames, enter the following command:
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     CONFIGURE LONGFILENAMES ON
 - Select the option "Change MSI on Open" in the File menu of HTBasic.
 - In HTBasic, Select "File -> Open..." and go to the examples directory
   (e.g. "c:\Program Files\Tech Soft\BASICDDE2\Examples\MS Office")
 - LOAD the desired example program, e.g. "Excel.prg"
 - Start the example program (RUN)
 - Follow the instructions on the screen

 Online Documentation
 --------------------

 In addition to the printed manual a fully hyper-linked online help file 
 is available which contains even more information.

 List of new features and fixes since last release
 -------------------------------------------------

 09-May-2006  ** Hotfix v2.0.1 R1b **
  - FNXls_2_array and FNXls_2_starr fixed (functions failed if Excel cells 
    were empty)

 02-May-2006  **** New release 2.0 with a lot of great new features ****

  - Added support for CONFIGURE DIM OFF
  - Huge performance optimizations: Data transfers up to 70,000 items per second
  - Completely new program library "htbdde.lib" with more than 50 new functions
  - Excel languages: English, German, French, Dutch, Spanish, Italian, 
Portuguese
  - Completely rewritten, easier to understand example programs
  - Heavily updated help file and completely new manual
  - Detects the Windows locale (regional settings) automatically

 26-Oct-2004
  - New revision 1.30.25
  - Updated help file (new commands for Excel, Word), updated pdf manual
  - sligthly enhanced example programs, most notably in skeleton folder

 27-Jan-2004
  - Online help and manual updated in order to reflect new commands for Excel.

 06-Jan-2004
  - The Windows 3.1x installer has been removed from the archive. 
    Windows 3.1x is no longer officially supported.
  - New directory structure for example programs. Several categories added.
  - Completely overhauled example programs for MS Excel, Word and Access.
  - The help file has been heavily updated.
    Many new DDE commands for Word and Excel have been added.
  - The message box indicating that you are running an evaluation version 
    will be shown less frequently.

 10-Dec-2001
  - Enhanced example programs for Excel: Now supports Dutch language
  - Full Windows XP support

 14-Jun-2001
  - Better error handling on low memory conditions
  - product now ships on CD

 01-Mar-2001
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  - Internal handling of channel numbers enhanced (only affects users who 
    use more than 32767 connections in their programs.)

 14-Feb-2001
  - new release 1.20
  - Updated help file: 
      * Appendix A: List of useful DDE commands updated (DdeExcel, DdeAccess)
      * Chapter 4: New example program "ddeaccs3.bas"
  - New example program "ddeaccs3.bas" for Microsoft Access
  - Updated example programs for MS Excel: now supports french Excel versions
                       
 02-May-2000:
  - Ddeinfo function repaired. In some very rare cases the return string used 
    for this function could cause memory errors.
  - Example program ddeexcl2.bas corrected (Ddeinfo$ initialization)
  - DdeConnect function updated (waste of ressources). This has been never 
    reported as a problem by the customers. It has been found during our 
    normal code quality checks. In very rare cases (really never happened in 
    real life) this ressource problem could cause the DdeConnect function 
    to fail if there were thousands of open DDE connections.

 22-Mar-2000:
  - DdePoke function now can handle up to 32767 bytes for the transfer 
    (formerly the limit was about 4096 characters)

 11-Feb-2000:
  - Help File updated. New DDE commands added for Textpad and UltraEdit32.

 02-Feb-2000:
  - Support for HTBasic 8.X added (new CSUB, example programs modified)

 02-Dec-1999:
  - Fixes on example programs: ddeexcel.bas, ddequat7.bas

 12-Oct-1999:
  - DdePoke memory leak repaired. After calling this function more than 
    about 3000 times it failed. This has been repaired.

 29-Jul-1999:
  - DdeRequest functionality expanded: Now this function can handle 
    string arrays. Now you can even transfer very large data structures 
    within a few seconds into BASIC for Windows. This new feature is 
    especially useful for data request from big database applications like 
    Microsoft Access and expands the focus of the product even more to 
    professional database applications. 
    A new example program "ddeaccs2.bas" has been added in order to 
    demonstrate how the functionality can be used.
  - Helpfile and manual have been updated. New manual: Fourth Revision.

 20-Jul-1999:
  - DdeRequest could crash BASIC for Windows if the returned data exceeded 
    the string length of HTBasic (32767). This has been fixed now. 
    DdeRequest will return an error if the requested data exceeds the 
    limit of 32762 bytes.

 15-Jul-1999:
  - Example program "DDEACCES.BAS" corrected (bug in error handling)
  - Help file updated

 20-May-1999:
  - New example programs for Corel WordPerfect 7.0 and Quattro Pro 7.0 
 
 17-Mar-1999:
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  - New Timeout function: DdeTimeout(Tvalue, Result)
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